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òPreserving History before itõs too lateó 

(Raleigh, North Carolina)  On a sunny Spring day in April, two members of the 22nd 

North Carolina Infantry reenacting organization have the distinct pleasure of visiting the 

North Carolina Museum of History in the beautiful Capital of Raleigh.  

The 22nd North Carolina is a reenacting and living history organization based out of 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. "The 22nd" is active in researching and reenacting the story 

of its' name sake, the actual 22nd North Carolina Regiment which in July of 1861 had 

been formed near here to do battle in the War Between the States. 

On this day, representing The 22nd are Corporal Robert Brooks and Sergeant Major 

Tim Anderson. They are here for a special purpose. Brooks and Anderson are meeting 

with officials of the history museum to discuss what role the 22nd might play in an 

important undertaking that the museum is now engaged in. 

First however,  the Corporal and Sergeant Major are treated to a tour of the North 

Carolina Museum of History by officials Tom Belton, Curator of Military History and R. 

Jackson Marshall III, Associate Director of Programming.  Located adjacent to the 

grounds of the North Carolina Capital, the museum is a modern and handsome building 

currently undergoing remodeling and expansion.    
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Alive with students, educators, historians, tour guides, tourists and interested visitors all 

here to discover and experience the dynamic exhibitions. 

During the tour, Mr. Belton and Mr. Marshall describe the important work and mission of 

the museum. Since its founding in 1902, the North Carolina Museum of History has 

been an exciting place to "time travel" back into North Carolina history. The museum 

encourages visitors to discover the past; to reflect on their own lives and their place in 

history; and to preserve state, regional, and local history for future generations. 

Most fascinating to the Corporal and Sergeant Major on this visit is the care and 

creativity employed in the Military Exhibition. Rare and amazing original artifacts, once 

lying silent are now meticulously displayed with related articles and photographs left by 

those who lived their history, combining to tell a vivid story of the "Tar Heel" in the Great 

Civil War.  

One of the most striking exhibits is the original Battle Flag of the 26th North Carolina 

Infantry now on display. For the first time since its capture at Gettysburg in 1863 it is 

reunited with other artifacts that share its' incredible history. Under this standard, many 

a brave and selfless lad gave his last full measure to advance these colors. When one 

flag bearer fell from enemy fire, another seized the honor, holding aloft the staff!   

Keeping   the colors flying in spite of all hazards.  

This banner never ran, one of the few Confederate Battle flags to pierce the Union 

defenses on Cemetery Ridge during the epic Pickett-Pettigrew Charge. Here it is, the 

actual 26th North Carolina Battle Flag, just a few inches away, unfurled once more 

before us, a witness to a turning point in American history! 

Which brings us to this day's business.  

Mr. Belton explains, "The museum's goal is to restore, preserve and maintain its' 

irreplaceable collection of North Carolina Battle flags, we have documented the story of 

each flag and I am currently very busy working on a book that will display photos of 

each flag and detail its' unique history." 

 Mr. Marshall adds, "I am excited that Tom is dedicating his time to finishing this 

important publication, it is also crucial that our collection of North Carolina battle flags 

receive the restoration work before they disintegrate and are lost forever... 
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éthe restoration work is accomplished by highly skilled, specialized textile technicians 

based in West Virginia...the process is costly and labor intensive, we receive no funds 

from the State so we must rely on donations to fund  this preservation."   

The Corporal and Sergeant Major tells Mr. Belton and Mr. Marshall that the 22nd North 

Carolina membership  are with them on the same team and that the 22nd is committed 

to assisting their efforts.  

Corporal Brooks: "On behalf of the members of the 22nd North Carolina Infantry we 

wish to contribute both time and financial support to the efforts of this mission to 

preserve the artifacts of an honorable and proud heritage and important chapter in 

American history."   

With this the Corporal presents Tom Belton a check for $500 from the members of the 

22nd North Carolina Infantry Regiment. "This check will be the first of more to come," 

added Brooks," the 22nd will be participating in the ongoing work of the museum to 

restore these flags."   

Particularly poignant to 22nd members is the current  work to restore and preserve the 

actual 22nd North Carolina Battle flag. This banner charged forward alongside that of 

the 26th North Carolina flag and was similarly captured behind the Union line at 

Gettysburg.  

Sergeant Major Anderson observes, "After investing so many years researching and 

portraying the soldiers of the 22nd North Carolina, you feel that you somehow know 

them. Being able to contribute materially to the History Museum's work is a way to, in a 

sense, say 'thank you' and give a little something back." 

The 22nd North Carolina Flag is undergoing the restoration process in West Virginia. 

When the work is completed later this year, a re-dedication ceremony will be conducted 

at the museum and the 22nd flag will then take its' place in history and will be preserved 

for generations to come.  

Besides being an Associate Director for the museum, Mr. Marshall is also a long time 

member of the 26th North Carolina Infantry Regiment, one of the nation's premier living 

history and reenacting organizations.  
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The 26th membership is located throughout North Carolina. Originally founded in the 

early eighties, the 26th has worked closely with the North Carolina Museum of History 

for many years. The 26th has lead the way for living historians in preserving historical 

records and artifacts, protecting battlefields and maintaining or even placing 

monuments.  

Sergeant Major Anderson:  "Since the 22nd started ten years ago, we have long 

admired the 26th, their professionalism and their emphasis on doing real work for 

historic preservation, we hope to meet more of them and other North Carolinians in this 

endeavor. We hope to learn from them and the museum and perhaps improve our own 

contribution as living historians."    

The 22nd North Carolina Infantry will be assisting in further North Carolina flag 

preservation projects as well. It is estimated that about $7,000 to $8,000 is needed to 

fund the restoration of many of the flags and ensure their  preservation for future 

generations. Each flag has a story to tell. Each story shares in common a great history 

of  honor, pride, sacrifice, patriotism and undaunted courage. 

Are you interested in helping to preserve North Carolina's Civil War Battle Flags?  Your 

financial support is needed!  There are several great ways to do this... 

Contact the North Carolina Museum of History directly, they have an excellent website 

at   www.ncmuseumofhistory.org  

or the 26th North Carolina at www.26nc.org  

or  contact the 22nd North Carolina Infantry at  www.22ndNorthCarolina.org   

Each organization can supply you with details. All of these organizations are registered 

not-for-profit organizations. Your gift may be tax deductible, consult your tax adviser. 
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North Carolina Museum of History - Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

 

(Left to Right) Tim Anderson and Robert Brooks of the 22
nd

 North Carolina Infantry Regiment and 
Tom Belton and R. Jackson Marshall III of the North Carolina Museum of History. 
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Robert Brooks of the 22nd North Carolina Infantry hands over a check of $500 for 

the North Carolina Museum of History project to help restore and preserve their 

irreplaceable collection of North Carolina Civil War Battle Flags. Receiving the 

contribution are Tom Belton, Curator of Military History and R. Jackson Marshall 

III,   Associate Director for Museum Programming. 
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